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three to four miles long and 60 feet high. The slopes are
covered with thick pinewoods.

The light-coloured sands and dark pinewoods stand out
in strong contrast to the sombre country around the dunes.
Rising above the marshes, they form bridgeways across the
bogs, and are generally followed by roads.

Brest-Litovsk (30,000) is a small agricultural centre and
timber port on the river Bug. It lies on one of the glacial
valley routes which pass from the east through the Pripet
Marshes across the valley of the Bug to the Vistula. It also
controls the entrance to the Bug valley.

Bialostock is a textile-manufacturing town on the river
Narev (a tributary of the Bug). It is connected by canal to
the Niemen, the canal following the floor of one of the valleys
formed at the end of the Quaternary glaciation. Another
former valley provides a route-way to Vilna and is followed
by the railway from Bialostock. Yet another runs to the
south-east of Grodno, from the upper Niemen to Pinsk and
the Pripet. A canal joins the two river basins. A project
has been considered for providing a through waterway from
the Baltic, along the Niemen and Pripet, to the Dnieper and
the Black Sea. In Pinsk there are textile, chemical, paper,
and timber industries.

VOLHYNIA, PODOLIA, AND THE SOUTHERN LANDS
OF WESTERN UKRAINE
To the south of the Polyessie the land rises to the Volhynian
hill country and the Podolian Plateau, in Western Ukraine.
This is the western extension of the fertile black earth region
of Southern Russia. In Volhynia the formation beneath the
black earth and loess is chalk; in Podolia it is limestone. The
increase in the fertility of the land from the Polyessie in the
north to the black earth lands in the south is marked by an
increase in the density of the population from below 35 to
nearly 50 per square mile. The wide, treeless, level or rolling,
plains are cut by gullies and ravines, and wide, mature valleys.
The summers are warmer than in Western Byelorussia. Wheat